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Million In Fy 1988; Takes Credit For Changes In Budgetary
Process
by John Neagle
Category/Department: General
Published: Thursday, February 5, 1987
On Feb. 3, Bill Bartley, health attache at the US mission in Geneva was exuberant in his praise for
the World Health Organization (WHO) for adopting more significant budget reforms than those
adopted late last year at the end of the United Nations General Assembly. WHO is the Genevabased UN specialized agency for the improvement of health conditions worldwide. Bartley said
the US Congress is "expected to give attention to such reforms" the next time appropriations for
the UN system are discussed. The WHO budget reforms were adopted by consensus at a January
meeting in Geneva of the WHO executive board, at which time it prepared the organization's
1988-89 program budget. The Reagan administration takes credit for the budgetary reform process
undertaken by the UN. Changes in the UN budgetary process were the main issue during the
General Assembly last fall, in part because of a bill sponsored by Sen. Nancy Kassebaum (RKS) which effectively forces the US to withhold $42 million each year from the United Nations
until changes giving Washington a greater voice in the budgetary process are made. Under the
UN Charter, the US must pay 25% of the United Nations budget, which at present comes to $210
million. Last year Congress enacted legislation to withhold portions of Washington's contribution
pending changes in the organization. For fiscal year 1987, the US withheld $110 million, or half
of its obligation under the Charter. Vernon Walters, US Ambassador to the UN, said in a Jan. 26
interview with the NEW YORK TIMES (02/01/87) that although the UN was still negotiating some
of these changes last fall, he recommended that the US recognize it was in arrears, that it provide
all its dues for FY 1988 and that it pay over an extended period much of the funding withheld from
FY 1987. The Reagan administration, however, in its preliminary budget request released in the first
week of January asked Congress for only $130 million for FY 1988 and $18 million in supplemental
specific financing for the UN peacekeeping troops in Lebanon for 1987. Walters stated he had
also recommended to administration officials that if the US did not want to pay all its dues, "it
should ask the United Nations to formally lower the annual US assessment." That suggestion, he
said, was rejected. The apparent reasons for administration disinterest in lowering the official US
contribution is that it leave Washington with less leverage as the world's largest contributor to the
United Nations, and result in the cutback of several jobs for US citizens at the UN. US funding has
also been withheld from certain UN programs as a form of political protest. Programs which benefit
the Palestine Liberation Organization and the South-West Africa People's Organization no longer
receive US monies. Next, the Department of Public Information, which is perceived by Congress
as anti-American, has also been denied US funds. These programs, regardless of changes in UN
procedures, are not likely to see reinstatement of funding by Washington.
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